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3.  Revisions and Corrections to the Draft SEIR 
This section includes the revisions to the Draft SEIR. These revisions and corrections have been made in 
response to comments or based on SMART staff and consultant review. The revisions do not change any 
of the impact conclusions presented in the Draft SEIR. 

These revisions appear here in the order they appear in the Draft SEIR. Text additions appear in underline 
and text deletions appear in strikeout. 

Section B.4, Environmental Compliance Measures 

A new environmental compliance measure is added to Section B.4 of the DSEIR: 

The construction plan for station sites shall contain detailed provisions for the protection 
of existing mature oak trees and these provisions shall be conveyed to all construction 
personnel. 

Section C.2, Regional Setting, Air Quality 

Revise DSEIR Section C.2.2.1, Air Quality Regional Setting, (page C.2-3) as follows: 

The BAAQMD 2005 Ozone Strategy describes how the Bay Area will fulfill California 
Clean Air Act planning requirements to attain state ozone standards and mitigate ozone 
transport to downwind air districts. This plan was formerly known as the “Clean Air Plan,” 
and BAAQMD must update the plan triennially. This would occur in a public process that 
is expected to begin in will complete the most recent update of the plan in early 2008. 

Section C.3.5, Public Safety Impacts, Weekend Service 

Modify the second paragraph of Section C.3.5, Impact PFS-4 (page C.3-16) to clarify that the total num-
ber of accidents, rather than the accident rate, may slightly decrease with the addition of weekend passen-
ger service: 

Weekend service would increase the total rail vehicle-miles traveled on weekends in Marin 
and Sonoma Counties, and would be expected to result in a decrease in the total motor 
vehicle-miles traveled on weekends in the two counties (see Section C.4.1). As travel by 
commuter rail is safer than by motor vehicle, weekend service may slightly decrease the 
overall accident rate per vehicle-mile traveled number of accidents in the counties on 
weekends. Weekend service would have no adverse impact on schools. 
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Section C.5, Novato South Station Alternatives, Transportation 

Correct the dates in the No-Project and Proposed Project columns in Table C.5-1 as follows: 
 

Table C.5-1.  Existing and Year 2025 Intersection Level of Service for Alternative Novato South Station Sites – Weekdays 
    Existing Conditions  2005 2025 No-Project1 2005 2025 with Proposed Project
    AM PM AM PM AM PM 
Int.
# 

     Station 
Alternative  

 Extg. 
 Control2 Intersection LOS

Delay 
(sec) LOS

Delay 
(sec) LOS 

Delay 
(sec) LOS

Delay 
(sec) LOS

Delay 
(sec) LOS

Delay 
(sec) 

1 Downtown S Redwood Blvd./Diablo Av C 31.7 D 35.2 D 39.7 D 50.4 D 39.9 D 50.8 
2 Downtown S Reichert/DeLong Av C 30.2 C 28.5 C 31.8 E 59.8 C 32.1 E 60.9 
3 Downtown S US 101 SB Ramps/DeLong Av B 16.2 A 10.0 D 47.7 C 27.1 D 47.8 C 27.2 
4 Downtown S US 101 NB Ramps/DeLong Av B 18.0 C 20.5 B 19.1 D 44.6 B 19.1 D 44.8 
5 Downtown AWSC Reichert Av/Grant Av A 9.7 B 10.6 C 15.4 F 65.3 C 16.2 F 72.3 
6 Downtown TWSC Railroad Av/Grant Av B 11.3 B 14.0 B 14.6 D 28.0 B 14.9 E 37.0 
7 Ignacio Wye None Station Entrance/Marsh Dr X X X X X X X X A 8.8 A 8.7 
8 Hamilton None Station Entrance/Hamilton Pkwy X X X X X X X X 
9 Hamilton S Nave Dr/Hamilton Pkwy B 17.2 B 17.3 D 35.9 E 66.5 
10 Hamilton S Nave Dr/Main Gate Rd C 21.5 C 24.7 D 40.7 F * 
11 Hamilton Yield US 101 NB Ramps/Nave Dr C 19.0 C 20.4 D 30.9 F 98.8 
12 Hamilton TWSC US 101 SB Ramps/Alameda 

del Prado 
F 120 C 20.0  F♦ * F 66.4 

See Table C.5-4 
for various Hamilton 

Subalternatives 

13 Roblar S US 101 NB onramp/Ignacio Blvd B 17.6 C 23.0 C 25.8 D 38.3 C 27.5 D 39.3 
14 Roblar S US 101 SB/Ignacio Blvd C 25.8 C 25.4 C 29.0 C 31.1 C 29.3 C 31.1 
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Section C.5.3.1, Transportation, Hamilton Station Site 

Modify page C.5-33 as follows: 
Connecting Transit and Shuttle Services (Existing and Proposed) 

Current transit services near this station site include: 
 Hamilton Shuttle (Whistlestop Wheels), funded by the City of Novato Hamilton Home-

owners Association, that connects Hamilton to the Alameda del Prado park-and-ride lot 
 GGT routes 49 and 58 on Hamilton Parkway and Main Gate Road 
 Other GGT routes on Nave Drive 
 The Marin Airporter terminal at 1455 North Hamilton Parkway, just off Nave Drive. The 

Marin Airporter provides service to the SFO airport hourly between 4 AM and 10 PM 
every day. 

Section C.5.3.7, Land Use and Policy Considerations, Hamilton Station Site 

Modify Section C.5.3.7, Land Use and Policy Considerations, page C.5-43, as follows: 

Setting 
The Hamilton Station site is in the urban area of the Hamilton Field community, which is 
part of the City of Novato. It is designated in the General Plan as Community Facilities, 
with Precise Development Hamilton Field zoning. The vacant site is crossed by transmis-
sion lines and has several transmission line towers along its perimeter. The site is desig-
nated for transit use in the Hamilton Field Master Plan. Adjacent uses include single 
family homes to the northeast (on Marblehead Lane and Chapel Hill Road), the Novato Charter 
School across the tracks to the west and vacant land to the northwest. The station site is bounded 
by the Main Gate Road overpass on the southwest side. The Novato Charter School buildings 
across the tracks are elevated and set back from the SMART right-of-way. School play 
grounds and other outdoor areas (parking and garden area) are between the school build-
ings and the right-of-way. The Charter school property is fenced from the rail right-of-way. 
The property adjacent to the northern boundary of the charter school is slated for development 
as an alternative educational facility, according to the Novato Unified School District. This prop-
erty is across the tracks and northwest of the station site. 

Impacts 
Construction-related land use impacts are identical to those described in Section 3.11.6 of 
the SMART 2005 DEIR and are negligible, as construction would not temporarily divide 
an established community, conflict with land use plans, nor result in the conversion of 
agricultural land. All construction should be confined to the site, avoiding the need for 
adjacent construction staging areas and minimizing disturbances to nearby residences. 

Given the current general plan designation, the presence of the railroad tracks, and sur-
rounding urban land uses, the site’s use as a station would be consistent with plans and 
policies. The site would not present physical features that divide the community. School 
safety issues are addressed in Section C.5.3.9. 

Consistent with the beneficial Land Use Impact LU-2 identified in the SMART 2005 DEIR, 
the rail station would be supportive of existing commercial and residential uses in the nearby 
area. Furthermore, rail ridership is expected to be higher at this location than at the original 
Roblar Drive Station site, and the highest of any of the alternatives studied in this SEIR due 
to the proximity of land uses that would benefit from use of the train. 
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Section C.5.3.9, Public Safety, Hamilton Station Site 

The text of Section C.5.3.9, Public Safety (Setting and Impacts subsections), page C.5- 44, has been revised: 

Setting 
Safety provisions at the Hamilton Station site would be identical to safety features iden-
tified for other proposed stations in Section 2.5.4 of the 2005 DEIR. The Novato Charter 
School (K through 8), Nexus Academy (6 through 12), and the North Bay Children’s 
Center daycare facility (Pre-K through 6) are is located across the tracks from the site of the 
proposed Hamilton Station. Hamilton Elementary School (K through 5) is located nearby 
on Main Gate Road, but is not adjacent to the railway corridor or the station site. In addi-
tion, the Novato Unified School District indicates that property adjacent to the Novato 
Charter School (to the north) is slated for development of an alternative education center. 

Impacts 
Impacts on public safety at the Hamilton Station site would not occur above the level of impact 
evaluated in the SMART 2005 DEIR and 2006 FEIR, as public safety provisions would 
not change. As identified in the 2005 DEIR, all impacts would be less than significant. Refer 
to DEIR Section 3.12 and FEIR p. 3.2-43 for a discussion of impacts on public safety at rail 
stations. The proximity of the station site to Novato Charter School, Nexus Academy, the 
North Bay Children’s Center, Hamilton Elementary and future school uses on property adja-
cent to the charter school would not create a significant hazardous condition. Rail opera-
tions safety hazards in relation to nearby schools were addressed in Impact PFS-4 in the 
2005 DEIR and were found to be less than significant. All of the school structures are on 
the opposite side of the tracks from the station site. Novato Charter School, which is the 
closest school to the station site, is elevated and set back from the right-of-way, with a 
fence between the school property and the station site. As explained in DEIR Section 3.12, 
with implementation of SMART’s environmental compliance measures, including fenc-
ing, safety structures, and signage plus an in-school safety education program, impacts on 
the safety of schoolchildren would be less than significant. 

SMART’s proposed pedestrian/bicycle pathway (between the tracks and the Novato Charter 
School property) would include a safety structure in the vicinity of the school. SMART 
will install these safety structures between the pedestrian/bicycle pathway and the railroad. 
SMART has committed to working with local communities to design the appropriate safety 
structures consistent with safety requirements and community land use, including school 
proximity. 

Section C.6.4.1, Cumulative Noise Impacts 

Section C.6.4.1, page C.6-15, second paragraph is modified as follows: 

Train Horn Noise 

As already determined in the 2005 DEIR, there would be a significant project and cumulative 
impact from train horn noise near grade crossings. Since the number of freight trains pro-
posed in NCRA’s NOP is three roundtrips rather than the four roundtrips considered in the 
2005 DEIR, this cumulative impact would may not be any greater than analyzed in the 
2005 DEIR. The combination of longer freight train lengths, additional locomotives, and 
use of train horns could result in a larger area of cumulative train horn noise impact than 
shown for the SMART project. Nevertheless, the conclusion in the 2006 FEIR that cumu-
lative train horn noise would be significant without implementation of Quiet Zones remains 
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unchanged. SMART has proposed assisting local jurisdictions in obtaining Quiet Zone desig-
nations, which, if implemented, would eliminate SMART’s project level and contribution 
to cumulative noise impacts from train horns (Mitigation Measure N-5 in the 2005 DEIR 
and 2006 FEIR). 

 


