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SMART Station Planning 
 

White Paper No. 12  
 
The stations on the SMART train line won’ t just be locations to catch the train.  They’ ll be multi-
modal places where you can access connecting buses, shuttles, taxis or ferry service.  Parking 
will be available at most, including bicycle parking ranging from bike racks to bike lockers to, in 
some cases, “bike stations”  – facilities for bicycle storage, repair services and even retail sales. 
All stations will be ADA accessible and will include benches, shelters, lighting and ticket 
vending machines.     
 
SMART is planning 14 stations along its 70-mile passenger rail corridor, with nine in Sonoma 
County and five in Marin County.  Each jurisdiction along the line will have at least one station,  
with the larger cities of San Rafael, Novato, Petaluma and Santa Rosa having two each. All will 
be linked by SMART’s adjacent 70-mile bicycle and pedestrian pathway. 
 
The selection of station sites and the development of proposed designs for stations have been 
part of an on-going process that began in earnest in 2001. The locations identified for stations in 
SMART’s 2006 Final Environmental Impact Report were selected based on a combination of 
factors, including a review of local and regional planning documents, existing transit facilities, 
land availability and stakeholder involvement. 

 
Over the last few years, there have been open 
houses, public scoping meetings and special 
stakeholder meetings conducted in each juris-
diction where alternative station sites were 
considered.  In addition, there have been 
public comments to SMART’s Draft 
Environmental Impact Report and comments 
at SMART Board meetings.   

Beginning from the north and proceeding 
south, here are brief descriptions of each of 
SMART’s 14 stations: 

�The new Windsor Multi-Modal Station needs only a 
boarding platform to be ready for use by SMART  

passengers. 
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Cloverdale: The Cloverdale Station, which was built in 1996 as part of the Highway 101 Bypass 
project, is located on the south side of Citrus Fair Road at its intersection with Asti Road. As 
SMART’s northern terminus, this station will include a parking lot for 150 cars. 
 
Healdsburg: SMART trains will stop in Healdsburg at that city’s historic depot near Fitch and 
Harmon streets. The station site is slated for development as a transit center for Sonoma County 
Transit and includes parking for about 75 cars. 
 
Windsor :  In 2007, Windsor opened its new intermodal transit station, located downtown near 
the intersection of Windsor Road and Windsor River Road.  The new transit center building 
reflects the historic flavor of downtown Windsor and needs only the addition of boarding 
platforms to be ready to add SMART service.  Local bus operators are already using the station. 
The SMART project includes expanding nearby parking to about 400 spaces. 
 
Santa Rosa – Jennings:  The Jennings Avenue station site is adjacent to Range Avenue south of 
Jennings, which is just west of Highway 101 and south of the Coddingtown Shopping Center. 
Besides being the major park-and-ride facility for Santa Rosa with space for about 630 cars, this 
station will provide access to Santa Rosa Junior College with the city’s plan for a bicycle-
pedestrian bridge over Highway 101. 
 
Santa Rosa – Railroad Square:  This station is located at the site of the 1904 historic depot in 
the Railroad Square District of Santa Rosa, between Fourth and Fifth streets.  This also is the site 
of a proposed mixed-use development project featuring a Sonoma County Food and Wine 
Center, housing, office, and retail space that is expected to become a major attraction in 
downtown Santa Rosa.  As with other vibrant downtown areas with high transit access and 
strong mixed use programs, no park and ride lot will be located at this station. 
 
Rohnert Park: The Rohnert Park Station is proposed on property near the Double Tree Hotel 
between Roberts Lake Road and Highway 101. The site already is a busy bus transit hub, and 
will include parking for about 200 cars. 
 
Cotati: The Cotati Station will be off of East Cotati Avenue at Industrial Avenue, with access 
off of Santero Way. The site is also a Sonoma County Transit station and will include parking for 
about 175 cars. 
 
Petaluma – Corona: This station in northeastern Petaluma will be built off Corona Road 
between North McDowell Boulevard and Sonoma Mountain Parkway. The area has capacity for 
up to 350 park and ride spaces and access to future housing and commercial uses. 
 
Petaluma – Downtown: The renovated historic rail depot will be SMART’s downtown stop in 
Petaluma.  Located adjacent to Lakeville Highway and bounded by East Washington Street and 
D Street, the station will provide easy access to the downtown, the Turning Basin area and the 
Copeland Street Transit Center. No major park and ride lot parking is recommended for this 
station site. 
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Novato North: This station is located just off of Redwood Boulevard at Atherton Boulevard, 
near Highway 101 and a large concentration of jobs that includes the Fireman’s Fund office 
complex.  The Novato North station will include parking for about 70 cars. 
 
Novato South:  SMART initially selected a site at Nave and Roblar drives to evaluate in its 
2006 EIR.  In 2008, a Supplemental EIR examined alternative stations in three locations: 1) 
Downtown Novato at the foot of Grant Street, at the site of the historic rail depot; 2) the former 
Hamilton Air Base on the north side of Main Gate Road; and 3) the intersection of two rail lines 
at the Highways 101 and 37 interchange – commonly known as the “ Ignacio Wye.”  
 
Civic Center :  This station is located on the west side of Civic Center Drive, just north of the 
Marin County Civic Center. It will bring the SMART train to within walking distance of one of 
Marin County’s largest employers – the County of Marin – as well as several other large office 
buildings. The station can also serve the on-going Farmers Market events and the annual Marin 
County Fair. A total of 130 parking spaces are proposed for this station. 
 
San Rafael Downtown: Two station design options are included in the Final EIR for downtown 
San Rafael. Both would locate the station along the tracks just west of Hetherton Street, between 
Third and Fourth streets and just north of the Bettini Transit Center, a major regional hub for bus 
transit. The more compact design would have the boarding platforms between a bank on the east 
side of the tracks and the Whistlestop Depot Café on the west. The second design would include 
the acquisition of the bank property to expand station facilities and provide better access between 
the train and bus facilities. Although no new parking is proposed at this station, the station is 
within walking distance from the Caltrans park and ride lots located under Highway 101. 
 
Larkspur : SMART’s station will be located within the railroad right-of-way just off of Larkspur 
Landing Circle.  There is no room for parking at this station, but SMART and other area 
transportation agencies have begun a dialog with the city of Larkspur aimed at exploring options 
for providing more parking in the area. The SMART station is within easy walking distance of 
the Larkspur Ferry Terminal, and SMART also will provide a free shuttle service to the ferry at 
this station.  The station also serves the CalPark Tunnel Rehabilitation and Pathway Project, 
which will conveniently connect San Rafael and Larkspur with access to the Larkspur Ferry. 
 
 
For more information about SMART, go to www.sonomamarintrain.org or call SMART’s 
information lines in Marin, 415-419-3510, or Sonoma, 707-538-2323.�


